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How to Use this Guide 

 

You may wish to begin by reading the Introduction (p.4), which gives and overview of 

the collection. For quick reference, see the Table of Contents (p.2). 

 

The five reels of microfilm in this collection contain the work of numerous F.S.A. and 

O.W.I. photographers, organized by lot numbers. To help you fine your way, we have 

provided four levels of description. 

 

- Scope and Content Notes brief description of the overall collection 

 

- Aroostook County Photographs Summary brief lot-level descriptions of Aroostook 

County, Maine Photographs 

 

- Aroostook County Photographs: Item  date, photographer, geographical location,     

Item-Level Inventory     and caption for each     Aroostook County, 

      Maine photographs 

 

-Lot-Level Inventory date, photographer, geographical location, 

and subject heading for all photographic 

lots.     

 

We recommend that you begin by looking at the Scope and Content Notes for a sense of 

the collection as a whole. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



F.S.A.-O.W.I. Aroostook County Photographs [microfilm] 

Summary Information 

 

Provenance, Chain of Custody: Photographs taken in Aroostook County, Maine in 1940 

and 1942-43 by Jack Delano and John Collier, Jr. for the Farm Security Administration 

and the U.S. Office of War Information. The original prints were transferred to the 

Library of Congress in 1944 are now housed in the Prints and Photographs Division, 

Library of Congress, Washington D.C.. The Acadian Archives/Archives acadiennes 

purchased this microfilm edition from the Library of Congress 

 

Collection Title: F.S.A.- O.W.I. Aroostook County Photographs [microfilm] 

 

Access: There are no restrictions on access to this collection. 

 

Citation: “Aroostook County Photographs, F.S.A. / O.W.I. [microfilm],”  

MCC: 96-00136, Acadian Archives / Archives acadiennes, University of Maine at Fort 

Kent. 

 

Accession Number: MCC: 96-00136   Shelf List Numbers: UF0101-0105 

 

Date Range: 1940, 1942-3 

 

Physical Characteristics/Condition:     Quantity: 5 rolls 

35mm. positive-appearing microfilm black-and-white 

photographs; 11 10”x14” photocopy pages 

 

Finding Aid Prepared by: Lisa Ornstein, May 1996 
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Introduction: These microfilms are a part of a series of photographs produced by various 

photographers for the Farm Security Administration and the U.S. Office of War Information in 

the 1930s and 1940s. The Acadian Archives/Archives acadiennes purchases these particular rolls 

because they include photographs of Aroostook County, Maine. 

 

Scope and Content Note: These microfilms may contain photographs by a variety of F.S.A. and 

O.W.I. photographers from the late 1930s and early 1940s, organized by lot number. Lots 118, 

756, 757, 760, 1216, 1217, 1218, and 1219 contain 603 photographs of Aroostook County, Maine 

taken by Jack Delano and John Collier, Jr. in October, 1940. Delano took photographs of spring 

planting in the St. John Valley, and wartime Memorial Day ceremonies in Ashland, Maine. 

 

The majority of the Collier Jr. and Delano photographs document farming practices and farm life 

in the Aroostook County, notably among F.S.A. client farmers and potato growers in the St. John 

Valley. They also document the State Experimental Farm in Presque Isle, the first international 

potato barrel rolling contest, wartime Memorial Day ceremonies, a Congregational church 

service, and scenes along U.S. Route 1. 

 

In addition to the microfilms, this collection includes a photocopy edition of Jack Delano’s field 

notes and research materials relating to lot 1216. 

 

Aroostook County, Maine Photograph Lots: Summary Description: The 1940, 1942-3 Aroostook 

County photography of Collier, Jr. and Delano comprise lots 118, 756, 757, 760, 1216, 1217, 

1218, and 1219. The following list summarizes the subject matter for those lots, according to 

caption information on the microfilms: 

 

Lot 80 (12photos): The annual agricultural show at the State Experimental Farm in Presque Isle. 

 

Lot 88 (12photos): Cunningham farm belonging to FSA client in Caribou 

 

Lot 118 (157photos): Towns and farmlands, FSA farmers, their families, and their farms in the 

Upper St. John Valley. 

 

Lot 756 (39photos): wartime Memorial ceremonies in Ashland 

 

Lot 757 (42 photos): spring potato planting on the Fort Kent farm of Leonard Gagnon. 

 

Lot 760 (22photos): a Congregational church meeting in Buffalo Hill 

 

Lot 1216 (159photos): potato growing in Aroostook County. 

 

Lot 1217 (72photos): the Woodsman Potato Company in Caribou. 

 

Lot 1218 (38photos): the first international potato barrel rolling contest in Presque Isle. 

 

Lot 1219 (50photos): scenes along U.S. Route 1. 

 

 

 

 



Biographical Note: John Collier, Jr. worked as a photographer for the Farm Security 

Administration in 1941-42 throughout the United States. He subsequently worked as a 

freelance photographer and taught at Stanford, the University of California at Berkeley, 

and San Francisco State University. He is the author of Visual Anthropology: 

Photography as a research Method. His photos are in the Museum of Modern Art and 

other collections. 

 

Jack Delano worked for the Farm Security Administration in the years 1940-43, 

travelling on assignment throughout the U.S. and Puerto Rico. He subsequently settled in 

Puerto Rico, where he has had a varied career as a documentary photographer, radio and 

television and in important photography collections. 

 

[Source: C. Stewart Doty. Acadian Hard Times. Orono: University of Maine Press, 1991] 

 

Related Archival Collections and Publications: 

The Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division has 13 color slides of 

Aroostook County, Maine taken by Jack Delano (lot 11671-4; LC-USF35-55 through 

67). (The Acadian Archives has computer print-outs of six of these slides in the 

administrative file for this collection). The Library of Congress also has a large collection 

of written records of the F.S.A.-O.W.I. photogenic unit. However, supplementary records 

for Delano and Collier, Jr. exist for lot 1216 only. 

 

The University of Louisville Photographic Archives has the personal papers of the 

F.S.A.-O.W.I. photographic supervisor Roy E. Stryker, which include his correspondence 

with Delano, Collier, Jr. and other field photographer, in addition to shooting scripts, 

outlines, memoranda, photographs, and related pamphlets, articles and books published 

during and after the project. Stryker was F.S.A. supervisor to Collier, Jr. and Delano 

when they were photographing Aroostook County. 

 

The National Archives and record Administration in Waltham, Massachusetts office has 

files for the F.S.A and the Production Credit Administration (Record Group 96), 

including individual files on client families in the St. John Valley. There may also be 

additional F.S.A. records about the St. John Valley families at the National Archives in 

Washington, D.C., including office files, caption lists, supplementary reference files, and 

scrapbooks. 

 

The Archives of American Art, Washington, D.C., has a collection of 1963-1965 

interviews by Richard K. Doud with F.S.A.-O.W.I office staff, government officials, and 

photographers, including Jack Delano. A 62-page transcription is available for on-site 

consultation or on microfilm. The one-reel microfilm may be borrowed via inter-library 

loan (reference number NDA21). 

 

 

 

 

 



Historian C. Stewart Doty’s book Acadian Hard Times: The Farm Security 

Administration in Maine’s St. John Valley, 1940-1943 (Orono: University of Maine 

Press, 1991) examines the role of the F.S.A. in the St. John Valley. The book includes 

several hundred F.S.A.-O.W.I. photographs of the St. John Valley by Delano and Collier, 

Jr., as well as modern-day photographs of people and places documented by the F.S.A.-

O.W.I. in the 1940s. In addition, Doty identifies many of the individuals appearing in the 

Collier, Jr. and Delano photographs. 

 

For more detailed information about F.S.A records at the Library of Congress and other 

archival repositories, see Annette Melville, Farm Security Administration, Historical 

Section: A Guide to Textual Records in the Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.: 

Library of Congress. 1985. 

 

Using the Inventories The photographs in this collection are organized by lot. To help 

you find your way, we have created two inventories: an item-level inventory which 

identifies each of the photographs in the Aroostook County, Maine lots (pp. 8-42); and a 

lot-level inventory of all the photographic lots on the five microfilms (pp.43-51). Caption 

information in both inventories has been transcribed ver batim for the microfilm and 

includes a variety of spelling and grammar anomalies. 

 

Using the Indexes At the end of the inventories, you will find indexes of geographical 

locations and photographers for all photographs in this collection. Because Collier, Jr. 

and Delano provided very few names for those people appearing in their photographs, we 

did not create a name index. For information on names, we suggest you consult C. 

Stewart Dot’s book Acadian Hard Times (Orono: University of Maine Press, 1991). Doty 

did follow-up research to identify individuals in the Collier, Jr. and Delano photographs 

and includes this information in his book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Item-Level Inventory : Lot 80 (Roll 1) 

 

LOCATION: Presque Isle, ME 

DATE: August, 1942 

PHOTOGRAPHER, DIVISION: John Collier, Jr. for the Farm Security Administration 

CAPTION TITLES: 1. Annual agricultural show at the state experimental farm. 2: State 

agricultural experimental farm. 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PHOTOGRAPHS: 12 

Photo# Caption Tile, Subtitle(s)        

 

83554-C 1: Baby beef contest and auction. 

 

83542-C 1 [No subtitle] 

 

83544-C 1: Prize wining baby beef raised by sons and daughters of FSA clients 

 

83553-C 1: Baby Beef contest and auction 

 

83532-C 1: Prize winning baby beef which was fattened by a son of FSA client 

 

83547-C 1: Prize winning baby beef which was fattened by a son of FSA client 

 

83540-C 1: Prize winning baby beef 

 

83548-C 1: Prize winning baby beef which was raised by daughter of FSA client 

 

83550-C 1: Prize winning baby beef 

 

83552-C 1: Prize winning baby beef 

 

83533-C 2: Lecture on potato blight 

 

83549-C 2: Potato experimental plot 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Item-Level Inventory : Lot 80 (Roll 1) 

 

LOCATION: Presque Isle, ME 

DATE: August, 1942 

PHOTOGRAPHER, DIVISION: John Collier, Jr. for the Farm Security Administration 

CAPTION TITLES: 1. Cunningham farm belonging to an FSA client. 2: Potato Field 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PHOTOGRAPHS: 12 

Photo# Caption Tile, Subtitle(s)        

83567-C 1: Henry Cunningham and father who operate their farm on an FSA loan 

 

83579-C 1: A building 

 

83578-C 1: A Building 

 

83572-C 2: A Potato field 

 

83561-C 2: [no subtitle] 

 

83575-C 1: Henry Cunningham and GSA borrower and his prize bull 

 

83560-C 1: Baby beef. 

 

83559-C 1: Dairy herd 

 

83563-C 1: Dairy herd 

 

83580-C 1: Part of a flock of forty head of sheep run by Henry Cunningham 

 

83568-C 1: Sheep 

 

83571-C Henry Cunningham and his prize ram. He has an FSA loan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Item-Level Inventory: Lot 118 (Roll 2) 

 

LOCATION: Aroostook County, ME 

DATE: August, 1942 

PHOTOGRAPHER, DIVISION: John Collier, Jr. for the  U.S. Office of War Information 

CAPTION TITLES: 1.Aroostook County; 2: Van Buren; 3: Lille; 4: Fort Kent (vicinity); 

5: Fort Kent 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PHOTOGRAPHS: 157 

Photo# Caption Tile, Subtitle(s)        

83619-C 3: St. John Valley 

 

83588-C St. John River Valley. Hill country 

 

83593-C 1: Potato fields once owned by Belonie Dufour 

 

83598-C 1: Mechanized sprayer on land which once belonged to Belonie Dufour 

 

83589-C 1: Farm lands which Belonie Dufour lost when the price of potatoes 

went down 

 

83600-C 1: Home of the Dufours’ before potato growing 

 

83595-C 1: Grandson of Dufour 

 

83626-C 1: Belonie Dufour, his grandson, with a photograph of his son 

 

83596-C 1: Son of Dufour 

 

83590-C 1: Belonie Dufour 

 

83592-C 1: Dufour’s house 

 

83617-C Caribou, ME. Deserted Farm 

 

83608-C 1: Vermint, a wealthy Acadian farmer 

 

83722-C 1: Father Soucy 

 

83599-C 1: Community theater founded by Father Soucy 

 

83601-C 1: Father Soucy’s church 

 

83603-C 2: Farm house 

 

 

 



Lot 118 (Cont’d.) 

Photo# Caption Tile, Subtitle(s)       

83616-C 1: Acadian farm house 

 

83624-C 3: Acadian farm house 

 

83634-C 2: Farm house 

 

83583-C 2: Cooperatively owned loom in a house of an FSA client 

 

83618-C 2: Cooperatively owned loom in a house of an FSA client 

 

83586-C 2: Cooperatively owned loom in a house of an FSA client 

 

83611-C 1: Airing wool before spinning 

 

83637-C 2: Wool airing on line before spinning 

 

83744-C 1: A cow 

 

83632-C 1: Watering a horse 

 

83628-C 1: Watering a horse 

 

83609-C 1: Starting out for hay 

 

83602-C 1: Children help with much of the work in the fields 

 

83587-C 3: Putting up hay 

 

83627-C 2: Parish cross 

 

83659-C 4: Catholic School 

 

83691-C 4: Church 

 

83639-C 3: Catholic Church 

 

83640-C 3: Catholic Church 

 

83641-C 3: Catholic School 

 

83606-C 3: Catholic School 

 

 

 



Lot 118 (Cont’d.) 

Photo# Caption Tile, Subtitle(s)        

83614-C 3: Acadian boys with farm model which they constructed in Catholic 

school 

 

83633-C 3: Children attending Catholic School 

 

83615-C 3: Children Attending Catholic School 

83612-C 3: Children Attending Catholic School 

83610-C 3: Children Attending Catholic School 

83636-C 3: French school boy 

83531-C 5: Town of Fort Kent 

83522-C 5: Catholic Church 

83525-C 5: Potato sheds 

83530-C 5: Doorway to Canada 

83721-C 4: A building on the Daigle farmstead 

83728-C 4: Picking up the mail 

83706-C 4: FSA financed farm of Edward Daigle 

83719-C 4: A building on the Daigle farmstead 

83727-C 4: Un-harnessing the buggy after returning home from town 

83707-C 4: Currying the horse after the day’s work on the Daigle farm 

83717-C 4: Edward Daigle 

83752-C 4: Edward Daigle 

83739-C 4: Edward Daigle’s daughter 

83711-C 4: Edward Daigle’s daughter 

83751-C 4: Edward Daigle’s daughter 

 



Lot 118 (Cont’d.) 

Photo# Caption Tile, Subtitle(s)        

83723-C 4: Edward Daigle’s Daughter 

83724-C 4: Edward Daigle using kerosene burning engine to saw. 

83734-C 4: Edward Daigle using kerosene burning engine to saw. 

83735-C 4: Edward Daigle using kerosene burning engine to saw. 

83729-C 4: Mrs. Daigle making cloths [sic] for her family. 

83740-C 4: Upstairs room where the Daigle family sleeps. 

83715-C 4: daughters of the industries [sic] Acadian farmers learn to knit as soon 

as they learn how to walk. 

 

83709-C 4: All the children participate on the farm. 

83725-C 4: All the children participate on the farm. 

83714-C 4: Edward Daigle’s children. 

83726-C 4: Edward Daigle’s children. 

83730-C 4: Edward Daigle’s children. 

83712-C 4: Edward Daigle raises baby beef for sale. 

83713-C 4: Feeding the chickens on the Daigle farm. 

83732-C 4: Edward Daigle raises baby beef for sale. 

83736-C 4: Sheep are raised for wool to knit warm clothes for the sever winters. 

83737-C 4: Turning hay. 

83716-C 4: Edward Daigle has a telephone so he won’t worry about his family 

when he is in the woods cutting wood in the winter. 

 

83746-C 4: Dinner on the Daigle farm. 

83666-C 4: Looking down upon the farmstead of Leonard Gagnon, of FSA client. 

 



Lot 118 (Cont’d.) 

Photo# Caption Tile, Subtitle(s)        

83657-C 4: Home of Leonard Gagnon, Acadian GSA client. 

83764-C 4: Gagnon farm. 

83663-C 4: Leonard Gagnon, Acadian farmer. 

83696-C 4: Leonard Gagnon, Acadian farmer. 

83649-C 4: Wife of Leonard Gagnon. 

83641-C 4: Leonard Gagnon’s daughter. 

83651-C 4: Leonard Gagnon’s son. 

83681-C 4: Leonard Gagnon’s daughter. 

83682-C 4: Leonard Gagnon’s daughter. 

83650-C 4: Leonard Gagnon’s daughter. 

83697-C 4: A typical dog in Aroostook County, on Gagnon’s Farm. 

83665-C 4: Leonard Gagnon milking a cow. 

83694-C 4: Leonard Gagnon feeding his pigs. 

83687-C 4: Leonard Gagnon unharnessing a work horse. 

83678-C 4: Unhitching potato sprayer on Gagnon farm. 

83768-C 4: Sheep on Gagnon farm. 

83702-C 4: Putting up the hay on Gagnon farm. 

83673-C 4: Putting up the hay on Gagnon farm. 

83680-C 4: Putting up the hay on Gagnon farm. 

83672-C 4: Leonard Gagnon’s wheat fields. 

83703-C 4: Leonard Gagnon’s wheat fields. 

 



Lot 118 (Cont’d.) 

Photo# Caption Tile, Subtitle(s)        

83666-C 4: Barn built by Leonard’s father on the uplands where he raises 

potatoes, barley, buckwheat, and wheat. 

 

83705-C 4: Leonard’s children playing in the barley field. 

83668-C 4: Potato field of Leonard Gagnon. 

83759-C 4: Hailing [sic] hay up into the barn for storage on the Gagnon family. 

83690-C 4: Work horse belonging to Leonard Gagnon. 

83645-C 4: Putting up the horses in Leonard Gagnon’s barn, an FSA client. 

83688-C 4: Mrs. Gagnon making butter. 

83758-C 4: Mrs. Gagnon making butter. 

83676-C 4: Gathering eggs on the Gagnon’s farm. 

83743-C 4: Edward Daigle and his children weeding the vegetable patch. 

83646-C 4: Leonard Gagnon, Acadian farmer, raises plenty of vegetables. 

83670-C 4: Daughters of Leonard Gagnon, FSA client, picking berries. 

83677-C 4: Albert Gagnon’s children gathering beans. 

83769-C 4: Vegetable garden on the Gagnon farm. 

83654-C 4: Leonard Gagnon’s wife, Acadian FSA client, spinning domestic wool 

for knitting. 

 

83669-C 4: Mrs. Gagnon and her daughter double-spinning. 

83701-C 4: Three of Gagnon’s daughter’s knitting.  

83665-C 4: Three of Gagnon’s daughter’s knitting. 

83679-C 4: Mrs. Gagnon making buckwheat pancakes. 

83692-C 4: Making soup at the Gagnon farm. 

 



Lot 118 (Cont’d.) 

Photo# Caption Tile, Subtitle(s)        

83648-C 4: Leonard Gagnon and his family sitting down to lunch. 

83700-C 4: Leonard Gagnon and his family sitting down to lunch. 

83661-C 5: Cemetery. 

83693-C 5: Cemetery. 

83523-C 5: [no subtitle] 

83529-C 4:  Valley south of Fort Kent leading into the highlands. 

83521-C 5: Store Front. 

83526-C 5: Store of Alfred Soucy. 

83524-C 5: Garage which was closed because of shortages and has been proposed 

as a building to house a textile plant. 

 

83528-C 5: Block house built in 1800 and never used. 

83765-C 4: Salvage drive for scrap metal, at 4:30 pm. 

83772-C 4: Salvage drive for scrap metal, at 4:30 pm. 

83761-C 4: Salvage drive for scrap metal, at 4:30 pm. 

83771-C 4: Salvage drive for scrap metal, at 4:30 pm. 

83742-C 4: Salvage drive for scrap metal, at 4:30 pm. 

83755-C 4: Salvage drive for scrap metal, at 4:30 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Item-Level Inventory: Lot 756 (Roll 3) 

 

LOCATION: Ashland, ME 

DATE: August, 1943 

PHOTOGRAPHER, DIVISION: John Collier, Jr. for the U.S. Office of War Information 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PHOTOGRAPHS: 39 

Photo# Caption Tile, Subtitle(s)        

30670-C Memorial Day Ceremony 

30620-E People attending the Memorial Ceremony in their cars  

30616-E Girl Scouts at the Memorial Ceremony 

30623-E People attending the Memorial Ceremony in their cars 

30615-E Congressional minister at the Memorial Day Ceremony offering a prayer 

30618-E Memorial Day Ceremony 

30626-E Memorial Day Ceremony 

30625-E Memorial Day Ceremony 

30612-E Memorial Day Ceremony 

30621-E Memorial Day Ceremony 

30658-E Singing the National Anthem at the Memorial Day Ceremony. 

30663-E Girl Scouts at the Memorial Ceremony 

30695-C A boy at the Memorial Day Ceremony, only representative of Canadian 

war dead 

30721-C Marching from the ceremony at the conclusion of Memorial Day 

30720-C Marching from the ceremony at the conclusion of Memorial Day 

30692-C Memorial Day Ceremony 

30669-C Memorial Day Ceremony 

30682-C Memorial Day Ceremony 

30689-C Memorial Day Ceremony 

30730-C Memorial Day Ceremony 



Lot 756 (Cont’d.) 

Photo# Caption Tile, Subtitle(s)        

30682-C Only young men participated in the ceremonies marched in the 

Memorial Day 

 

30665-C Memorial Day Ceremony 

30667-C Over 300 men have been drafted from Ashland 

30719-C Marching from the cemetery at the conclusion of Memorial Day 

30652-C Girl Scouts at the Memorial Ceremony 

30679-C Children at the parade 

30724-C Memorial Day Ceremony 

30694-C Memorial Day Ceremony 

30701-C Memorial Day Ceremony 

30609-E A young patriot at the Memorial Day Ceremony 

30607-E Girl Scouts at the Memorial Ceremony 

30608-E Girl Scouts at the Memorial Ceremony 

30604-E Town band marching in the Memorial Day Ceremonies 

30603-E Town band marching in the Memorial Day Ceremonies 

30614-E Town band marching in the Memorial Day Ceremonies 

30702-C Congressional minister at the Memorial Day Ceremony offering a prayer 

30718-C Salute to the patriots 

30662-C Saluting the dead of World War I 

30657-C Sounding a tape at the Memorial Day Ceremonies 

 

 

 



Item-Level Inventory: Lot 757 (Roll 3) 

 

LOCATION: Fort Kent, ME 

DATE: August, 1943 

PHOTOGRAPHER, DIVISION: John Collier, Jr. for the U.S. Office of War Information 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PHOTOGRAPHS: 42 

Photo# Caption Tile, Subtitle(s)        

30728-C Spring potato planting on the French Acadian farm of Leonard Gagnon 

30729-C Spring potato planting on the French Acadian farm of Leonard Gagnon 

30726-C Leonard’s son stealing a ride on the potato planter 

30727-C The farmer’s children shoving sacks of fertilizer to the edge of the truck  

30699-C Marianne Gagnon lifting potato fertilizer before dumping it into a seeder 

30698-C Marianne Gagnon lifting potato fertilizer before dumping it into a seeder 

30671-C Marianne Gagnon lifting potato fertilizer before dumping it into a seeder 

30716-C The farmer’s children shoving sacks of fertilizer to the edge of the truck 

30681-C A hired hand dumping cut potatoes into a tub before pouring them into a 

seeder 

 

30707-C A hired man loading potatoes into the hopper of a seeder 

30588-E A hired hand dumping cut potatoes into a tub before pouring them into a 

seeder 

30659-C A hired hand dumping cut potatoes into a tub before pouring them into a 

seeder 

30389-E A hired hand dumping cut potatoes into a tub before pouring them into a 

seeder 

30715-C A hired hand dumping cut potatoes into a tub before pouring them into a 

seeder 

 

30722-C loading fertilizer into a hopper before planting 

30581-C Loading fertilizer into the hopper of a seeder 

30696-C Loading fertilizer into the hopper of a seeder 

30723-C Loading fertilizer into a hopper before planting 

 



Lot 756 (Cont’d.) 

Photo# Caption Tile, Subtitle(s)        

30685-C Loading fertilizer into the hopper of a seeder 

30676-C Loading fertilizer into the hopper of a seeder 

30584-C Piling empty fertilizer sacks to be burned 

30585-E Piling empty fertilizer sacks to be burned 

30586-E Piling empty fertilizer sacks to be burned 

30587-E The children of Leonard Gagnon watching fertilizer sacks burn 

30627-E The harrow of a potato seeding machine 

30580-E The harrow of a potato seeding machine 

30633-E The harrow of a potato seeding machine 

30632-E The rear view of a two-row potato seeding machine 

30644-C Spring potato planting on French Acadian farm land of Leonard Gagnon  

30712-C Spring potato planting on French Acadian farm land of Leonard Gagnon 

30634-C Spring potato planting on French Acadian farm land of Leonard Gagnon 

30717-C Spring potato planting on French Acadian farm land of Leonard Gagnon 

30660-C Spring potato planting on French Acadian farm land of Leonard Gagnon 

30704-C Spring potato planting on French Acadian farm land of Leonard Gagnon 

30668-C Spring potato planting on French Acadian farm land of Leonard Gagnon 

30706-C Spring potato planting on French Acadian farm land of Leonard Gagnon 

30666-C Spring potato planting on French Acadian farm land of Leonard Gagnon 

30678-C Spring potato planting on French Acadian farm land of Leonard Gagnon 

30635-C Spring potato planting on French Acadian farm land of Leonard Gagnon 

 



Lot 756 (Cont’d.) 

Photo# Caption Tile, Subtitle(s)        

30705-C Spring potato planting on the French Acadian farm of Leonard Gagnon  

32023-C Aroostook County. Potato field just after spring planting. Mt. Katahdin in 

the background. 

 

30677-C Leonard Gagnon children among the family organ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Item-Level Inventory: Lot 760 (Roll 4) 

 

LOCATION: Buffalo Hill, Aroostook County, ME 

DATE: August, 1943 

PHOTOGRAPHER, DIVISION: John Collier, Jr. for the U.S. Office of War Information 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PHOTOGRAPHS: 22 

Photo# Caption Tile, Subtitle(s)        

30750-C One room rural school house where the congregational church services are 

held every Sunday 

 

30744-E One room rural school house where the congregational church services are 

held every Sunday 

 

30736-E One room rural school house where the congregational church services are 

held every Sunday 

 

30751-E One room rural school house where the congregational church services are 

held every Sunday 

 

30737-E An old man and youngster at congregational church service. Except for the 

minister there where no young men attending; many have been drafted and 

others are too busy with potato planting. 

 

30732-E One room rural school house where the congregational church services are 

held every Sunday 

 

30734-E Pianist during prayer at congregational services 

30743-E Young minister leads the singing in the congregational church 

30741-E Young minister delivers a sermon 

30742-E Young minister delivers a sermon 

30748-E Young minister pronounces the Benediction closing the congregational 

church services held 

 

30735-E Rev. Barnott leads his congregation in prayer 

30684-C Farm women dishing out home-made wild strawberry ice cream, one of 

the refreshments served in the social period after congregational church 

services 
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30680-C Farm women dishing out home-made wild strawberry ice cream, one of 

the refreshments served in the social period after congregational church 

services 

 

30710-C Young children eating refreshments served in the social period following 

the congregational church services 

 

30673-E Young children eating refreshments served in the social period following 

the congregational church services 

 

30686-C Older members of the congregational discussing common problems with 

the minister after church services held in this one-room rural school house. 

 

30743-E The Sunday school classes present a special program in which all 

participated, as their part in the congregational church services. 

 

30746-E The Sunday school classes present a special program in which all 

participated, as their part in the congregational church services. 

 

30752-E The Sunday school classes present a special program in which all 

participated, as their part in the congregational church services. 

 

30740-E The Sunday school classes present a special program in which all 

participated, as their part in the congregational church services. 

 

30738-E The Sunday school classes present a special program in which all 

participated, as their part in the congregational church services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Item-Level Inventory: Lot 1216 (Roll 5) 

 

LOCATION: Aroostook County, ME 

DATE: October, 1940 

PHOTOGRAPHER, DIVISION: Jack Delano for the Farm Security Administration 

CAPTION TITLES: 1.Caribou (vicinity); 2: Van Buren (vicinity); 3: Fort Kent (vicinity); 

4: New Sweden; 5: St. David; 6: Perham; 7: Eagle Lake; 8: Fort 

Kent; 9: Lille; 10: Wallagrass; 11: Washburn; 12: Soldier Pond; 

13: Aroostook County 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PHOTOGRAPHS: 159 

Photo# Caption Tile, Subtitle(s)        

41991-D Caribou, Me. Potato farms along US Highway 1 

42001-D 13: Potato farms along US Highway 1 

42012-D 1: Potato fields showing the isolation of the small seed foundation unit in 

the foreground from the other potato fields 

 

41994-D 4: The Holmquist potato seed foundation farm 

41984-D 2: Potato seed foundation farm showing isolation from other potato fields 

42000-D 1: Potato farms showing the layout of the land and buildings 

41993-D 1: Potato farms showing the layout of the land and buildings 

41982-D 2: Potato seed foundation farm showing isolation from other potato fields 

42151-D Madawaska (vicinity), ME. Potato farms along the banks of St. John River 

42016-D 2: Potato seed foundation farm showing isolation 

41979-D 2: Isolated seed foundation farm of Claude Levesque, FSA client 

41837-D 1: A potato farm 

42123-D Wallagrass, ME. Isolated seed foundation unit of Mr. Lindore Labbee, 

French-Canadian potato farmer 

 

42131-D 1:Potato fields along the banks of Aroostook River 
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Photo# Caption Tile, Subtitle(s)        

42152-D 3: [NO SUBTITLE] 

42156-D 3: Soil erosion in a field 

41904-A 1: Farm landscape 

41909-E 1: A farm 

41908-A 1: A farm 

41911-A 1: Farm landscape 

2618-B Waldo County, ME (1936). A front view of a farmhouse and connecting 

buildings of a US Resettlement Administration client 

 

42144-D 9: The home of a FSA client who is a potato farmer 

42041-D St. Agatha (vicinity), ME. A log house occupied by a French-Canadian 

potato farmer 

 

42021-D 2: A potato farm 

42075-D 7: Isolated seed foundation unit of Mr. Lawrence J. Brown, potato farmer 

42188-A 2: A potato farm 

41901-A 1: Potato barrels on one of the large farms 

41801-A 1: Gathering potatoes on a farm 

41754-D 1: Harvesting potatoes on a small farm 

41847-D 1: Potato pickers at work 

41703-D 1: A potato digger on a field 

41703-D 1: A potato digger on a field 

41797-D 1: A potato digger on a field 

42081-D 4: A horse-drawn digger in operation on a farm 
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41702-D 1: Throwing potato barrels into the field for the pickers on one of the 

farms of the woodman potato company 

 

41799-D 1: French-Canadian Potato farmer on his hors-drawn digger 

41800-D 1: French-Canadian Potato farmer on his hors-drawn digger 

41864-D 1: French-Canadian Potato farmer on his hors-drawn digger 

41868-D 1: Single-row potato digger in action on a farm 

41798-D 1: Single-row potato digger in action on a farm 

42032-D 6: Seed potatoes on the farm of Mr. Edison Houston, FSA client and 

participant in the community seed program 

 

42103-D 5: Daughter of Zephrin Tendreu, a French-Canadian potato farmer, 

helping pick potatoes on their small farm  

 

41892-D 1: Potato pickers at work 

41749-D 1: Potato pickers at work 

41896-D 1: Children picking potatoes on a large farm.  

41862-D 1: Aroostook potatoes of the Green Mountain variety grown on a farm 

41872-D 1: Potato pickers at work 

41846-D 1: A double-row tractor in use on one of the farms of the Woodrow Potato 

Company 

 

41865-D 1: A double-row digger used on large farms 

41891-D 1: A double-row digger used on large farms 

41803-D 1: A double-row digger used on large farms 

41816-D 1: A double-row digger used on large farms 
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42049-D 2: The community service tractor being operated by Claude Levesque 

41792-D 1: A double-row digger used on large farms 

41892-D 1: A tractor driver on a potato farm 

41791-D 1: A double-row digger used on large farms 

41863-D 1: Single row potato digger in action on a farm 

41935-E 1: Children picking potatoes on a large farm. School doesn’t open until 

potatoes are harvested 

 

41873-D 1: Old French potato picker on a large farm 

41928-E 1: Children picking potatoes on a large farm. School doesn’t open until 

potatoes are harvested 

 

41856-E 1: Children picking potatoes on a large farm. School doesn’t open until 

potatoes are harvested 

 

42080-D 4: A Swedish potato farmer in the Swedish settlement 

41897-D 1: Children picking potatoes on a large farm. School doesn’t open until 

potatoes are harvested 

 

42060-D 5: Daughter of Zephrin Tendreu, a French-Canadian potato farmer, 

helping pick potatoes on their small farm 

 

41795-D 1: Children picking potatoes on a large farm. School doesn’t open until 

potatoes are harvested 

 

41855-D 1: Children picking potatoes on a large farm. School doesn’t open until 

potatoes are harvested 

 

41794-D 1: Horse-drawn potato digger on the farm of a Farm Security Agent client 

42159-D 6: Seed potatoes on the farm of Mr. Edison Houston, FSA client and 

participant in the community seed program 

 

42157-D 1: Mr. Edison Houston, a potato farmer, FSA client 
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41840-D 1: Children picking potatoes on a large farm. School doesn’t open until 

potatoes are harvested 

 

42076-D 7: Picking potatoes on the farm of Mr. Lawrence J. Brown, an FSA client 

41806-D 1: Children picking potatoes on a large farm. School doesn’t open until 

potatoes are harvested 

41848-D 1: A French-Canadian mother, father, and son who are part of a large crew 

of potato pickers, during lunch hour in a field three miles out of town 

 

41849-D 1: Potato pickers at work 

41889-D 1: Young potato picker resting during the lunch hour on a farm 

41839-D 1: Loading barrels of potatoes from the fields onto a truck to be taken to 

the store house 

41851-D 1: Loading barrels of potatoes from the fields onto a truck to be taken to 

the store house 

 

41810-D Washburn (vicinity), ME. Truck load of barrels. The farmer speaks of his 

potatoes in terms of barrels rather than bushels or sacks 

 

42078-D 7: Mr. Lawrence J. Brown potato farmer and an FSA client  

42181-D 7: Mr. Lawrence J. Brown potato farmer and an FSA client 

42122-D 7: A wagon load of seed potatoes of the house of Lawrence J. Brown 

42121-D 7: Mr. Lawrence J. Brown, a potato farmer who operates a small seed 

foundation unit. He and the three sons and one hired man do all the work. 

The little boy on the left picked 14 barrels of potatoes before lunch. 

 

41989-D 1: Potato farm after the harvest showing layout of the buildings. The 

highway running through is US Highway 1 

 

43019-D 1: Potato field after fall plowing 

41998-D 1: Potato field after the crop was gathered. The horizontal rows are the 

waste vines gathered up to be burned 

 

41992-D 1: Potato field after the crop was gathered. The horizontal rows are the 

waste vines gathered up to be burned 
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42084-D 4: Seed potatoes from the Holoquist farm, first of the isolation units 

42186-D 2: Seed potatoes, grown on the foundation seed farm of Mr. Claude 

Levesque, a French-Canadian farmer 

 

42128-D 4: Mr. Waldo Holoquist, pioneer is certified seed isolation units with a 

new variety of potato, the Sebago 

 

42115-D 8: A track storage potato warehouse at the Bangor and Aroostook railroad 

yards 

 

42070-D 8: A track storage potato warehouse at the Bangor and Aroostook railroad 

yards 

 

41825-D 1: A potato storage barn on a farm. The earth is built up around the sides 

to provide a more even temperature throughout the year 

 

41708-D 1: A potato storage barn on a farm. The earth is built up around the sides 

to provide a more even temperature throughout the year 

 

41830-D 1: A potato storage barn on a farm. The earth is built up around the sides 

to provide a more even temperature throughout the year 

 

41824-D 1: A potato storage barn on a farm. The earth is built up around the sides 

to provide a more even temperature throughout the year 

 

41770-D 1: Unloading potatoes at one of the storage houses 

41710-D 1: Track storage. Most of the big companies store their potatoes in these 

storage barns. This group is along the Aroostook River. 

 

41888-D 1: Track storage. Most of the big companies store their potatoes in these 

storage barns. This group is along the Aroostook River. 

 

42062-D 1: A car of the Bangor and Aroostook railroad of one of the potato store 

houses.  

 

41773-D 1: Loading sacks of seed potatoes on one of the Bangor and Aroostook 

railroad cars for shipment 

 

42150-D 1: Loading sacks of seed potatoes on one of the Bangor and Aroostook 

railroad cars for shipment 

41772-D 1: Loading sacks of seed potatoes on one of the Bangor and Aroostook 

railroad cars for shipment 
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42046-D 2: Inferior grade potatoes brought for sale to the starch factory 

42137-D 1: A starch factory along the Aroostook River 

42170-E 1: French-Canadian farmers waiting with a truck load of potatoes for their 

turn to have their potatoes graded and weighed  

 

42168-E 1: French-Canadian farmers waiting with a truck load of potatoes for their 

turn to have their potatoes graded and weighed 

 

42171-E 1: French-Canadian farmers waiting with a truck load of potatoes for their 

turn to have their potatoes graded and weighed 

 

42045-D 2: French-Canadian farmers waiting with a truck load of potatoes for their 

turn to have their potatoes graded and weighed 

 

42044-D 2: French-Canadian farmers waiting with a truck load of potatoes for their 

turn to have their potatoes graded and weighed 

 

42146-D 8: Farmers with their trucks waiting outside of a starch factory for their 

potatoes to be graded and weighed. 

 

42047-D 2: Truck loads of potatoes outside of a starch factory 

42138-D 1: French-Canadian farmers waiting with a truck load of potatoes for their 

turn to have their potatoes graded and weighed 

 

42133-D 1: French-Canadian farmers waiting with a truck load of potatoes for their 

turn to have their potatoes graded and weighed 

 

42132-D 1: French-Canadian farmers waiting with a truck load of potatoes for their 

turn to have their potatoes graded and weighed 

 

41709-D 1: French-Canadian farmers waiting with a truck load of potatoes for their 

turn to have their potatoes graded and weighed 

 

42048-D 2: Unloading potatoes at a starch factory 

42099-D 1: Office of a potato buyer 

20680-MI 1: A sign at a main instruction [sic] 

42161-D 1: Truck loaded with potatoes on a street 
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42037-D 1: Railroad station in the greatest potato shipping point in the world 

42090-D 9: Mrs. Eloie Cote, her husband is out picking potatoes in their small field 

42143-D 8: Children of a potato farmer 

20802-M2 12: The child of a French-Canadian potato farmer 

42056-D 9: Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Dumond, French-Canadian potato farmer, with 

their youngest child 

 

42054-D 11: A prize bull owned by Robert Cunningham 

42092-D 8: Mrs. Daigle, French-Canadian whose husband runs a small potato farm 

42074-D 10: The home of Mr. Dave Labbee, French-Canadian potato farmer 

42118-D 10: Daughter of Dave Labbee, French-Canadian potato farmer FSA client 

42147-D 10: Mr. and Mrs. Lindore Labbee and their children in their new home. 

Mr. Labbee, an FSA client runs a small potato seed foundation unit 

 

42057-D 9: Mother of Mr. Patrick Dumond and his children 

20682-M1 9: Mrs. Patrick Dumond and two of her children at the back door of their 

home 

 

20682-M2 Hille [sic; should read Lille], Me. Two of the Dumond children of a 

French-Canadian potato farmer and FSA client, at back door of their home 

 

42092-D 9: Patrick Dumond weaving towling [sic] on an old loom in the attic. The 

Dumond’s run small potato farm 

 

20881-D Hille [sic; should read Lille], ME. Grandmother of the Patrick Dumond 

family who are French-Canadian potato farmers 

 

42032-D 13:  Mr. Claude Levesque, French-Canadian FSA client of the pioneer 

seed foundation units 

 

42189-A 2: Mr. Claude Levesque, a French-Canadian foundation seed farmer, in his 

storage barn 

 

42102-D 2: A young French-Canadian wife of a poor potato farmer. She is 18yrs 

old and is fitting [sic] up here children to have their picture taken. 



Lot 1216 (Cont’d.) 

Photo# Caption Tile, Subtitle(s)        

42073-D 10: Dinner at the home of Mr. J.H. Dube, French-Canadian potato farmer, 

after he had the boys had finished a day’s work in their small potato field 

 

20801-M4 12: Geese on the farm of a French-Canadian potato farmer 

41874-D 1: An old French potato picker on a large farm 

41894-D 1: A French-Canadian potato farmer on a farm 

42145-D 9: Interior of the home of a potato farmer, who is an FSA client 

42160-D 13: Beef cattle on a farm in Aroostook Cty, Me. The use of beef cattle as a 

supplementary source of income to potatoes is increasing on the smaller 

farms 

 

42085-D 4: The raising of beef cattle such as this, on the farm of Waldo Holmquist, 

is encouraged by the FSA to supplement the income from potatoes 

 

42053-D 11: A prize bull owned by Robert Cunningham 

42101-D 4: The raising of beef cattle such as this, on the farm of Waldo Holmquist, 

is encouraged by the FSA as a supplementary source of income 

 

42030-D 11: Turkey on the farm of Mr. Robert Cunningham, a potato farmer  

20800-M5 12: Turkey on the farm of Mr. Robert Cunningham, a potato farmer 

42110-D 12: Children of the Baptiste Deprui, French-Canadian potato farmer, who 

runs a small seed foundation unit and raises some certified seed oats 

 

42104-D 5: Zephrin Tendreu, French-Canadian who owns a small potato farm 

42104-D 5: Zephrin Tendreu, French-Canadian who owns a small potato farm 

42051-D 5: Mrs. Baptiste Tendreu, wife of a French-Canadian FSA client, and 

potato farmer 

 

42052-D 5: Mrs. Baptiste Tendreu, wife of a French-Canadian FSA client, and 

potato farmer 

 

42105-D 5: Mr. Baptiste Tendreu and his children 

42108-D 2: Mr. Claude Levesque, an FSA client and potato farmer, demonstrating 

the method of cutting seed potatoes for immediate planting 
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42064-D 2: Mr. Claude Levesque, and FSA client and potato farmer, demonstrating 

the method of cutting seed potatoes for immediate planting 

 

42065-D 2: A demonstration of the method of cutting and planting seed potatoes 

used on the Levesque farm 

 

42063-D 1: A potato attacked by bacteria with picked up on a farm. In spite of 

many precautions, this is still a problem 

 

42107-D 1: A potato attacked by bacteria with picked up on a farm. In spite of 

many precautions, this is still a problem 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Item-Level Inventory: Lot 1217 (Roll 5) 

 

LOCATION: Caribou (vicinity), Aroostook County, ME 

DATE: October, 1940 

PHOTOGRAPHER, DIVISION: Jack Delano for the Farm Security Administration 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PHOTOGRAPHS: 72 

Photo# Caption Tile, Subtitle(s)        

41725-D Gathering potatoes on one of the woodman potato company farms. On the 

right a double row digger is being used 

 

41752-D Truck carrying a barrel load of potatoes off the field at one of the 

Woodman potato company farms 

 

41756-D Truck carrying a barrel load of potatoes off the field at one of the 

Woodman potato company farms 

 

41755-D A tractor garage and house occupied by the cook on one of the woodman 

potato company farms 

 

41753-D Baskets used to gather potatoes are dipped in an acid bath as a preventive 

measure against bacteria wilt on the Woodman potato company farm 

 

41747-D Potato of the Katahdin variety grown on one of the woodman potato 

company farms 

 

41699-D Dumping potatoes into the grader at the Woodman potato farm 

41779-D Dumping seed potatoes into the hopper end of the grader, at the Woodman 

potato company store house 

 

20675-M4 Grading potatoes at the Woodman potato company. One of the largest in 

Caribou 

 

41697-D Grading potatoes at the Woodman potato company. One of the largest in 

Caribou 

 

41700-D Loading sacked potatoes into a freight car for shipment at the Woodman 

potato Company 

 

41784-D Barrels of potatoes outside of the Woodman Potato Company 

41718-D Weighing sacks of potatoes ready for shipment at the Woodman Potato 

Company 
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41785-D Scale thread, and needles, used in preparing sacks of potatoes for 

shipment, at the Woodman Potato Company 

 

41719-D Sewing up sacks of potatoes for shipment at Woodman Potato Company 

41883-D Unloading potatoes at the storage barn on one of the Woodman Potato 

Company farms 

 

41819-D Barrels of potatoes at the storage barn of the Woodman Potato Company 

41818-D Hoisting and dumping potatoes in a storage barn on one of the farms of the 

Woodman Potato Company 

 

41881-D Hoisting and dumping potatoes in a storage barn on one of the farms of the 

Woodman Potato Company 

 

41814-D Hoisting and dumping potatoes in a storage barn on one of the farms of the 

Woodman Potato Company 

 

41842-D Hoisting and dumping potatoes in a storage barn on one of the farms of the 

Woodman Potato Company 

 

41882-D Hoisting and dumping potatoes in a storage barn on one of the farms of the 

Woodman Potato Company 

 

41813-D Hoisting and dumping potatoes in a storage barn on one of the farms of the 

Woodman Potato Company 

 

41717-D Unloading potato into the underground bins of one of the storage barns of 

the Woodman Potato Company 

 

41783-D Hoisting and dumping potatoes in a storage barn on one of the farms of the 

Woodman Potato Company 

 

41815-D Seed potatoes in a storage bin at the Woodman Potato Company 

41812-D Lunch hour at one of the farms of the Woodman Potato Company. All of 

the pickers and field laborers eat in this converted tool house 

 

41807-D At the head of the table is Mr. Woodman. Only the foreman and skilled 

laborers eat here 
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41782-D Workmen at the Woodman Potato Company, just finishing lunch in a 

small room in the warehouse that serves as a lunchroom 

 

41811-D Lunch hour of one of the farms of the Woodman Potato Company. All the 

pickers and field laborers eat in this converted tool house 

 

41875-D At the head of the table is Mr. Woodman. Only the foreman and skilled 

laborers eat here 

 

42059-D At the head of the table is Mr. Woodman. Only the foreman and skilled 

laborers eat here 

 

41771-D Workmen at the Woodman Potato Company, just finishing lunch in a 

small room in the warehouse that serves as a lunchroom 

 

41769-D A French-Canadian potato picker at the Woodman Potato farm 

41820-D A French-Canadian potato picker at the Woodman Potato farm 

41836-D A French-Canadian potato picker at the Woodman Potato farm 

41880-D Lunch hour of one of the farms of the Woodman Potato Company. All the 

pickers and field laborers eat in this converted tool house. 

 

41695-D A French-Canadian potato picker at the Woodman Potato farm 

41713-D A French-Canadian potato picker at the Woodman Potato farm 

41879-D Sleeping quarters provided for potato pickers working at the Woodman 

Potato Company 

 

41821-D During the harvest season, the field hands work from sunrise to sunset 

digging potatoes on the Woodman Potato Company farm 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Item-Level Inventory: Lot 1218 (Roll 5) 

 

LOCATION: Presque Isle, ME 

DATE: October, 1940 

PHOTOGRAPHER, DIVISION: Jack Delano for the Farm Security Administration 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PHOTOGRAPHS: 38 

Photo# Caption Tile, Subtitle(s)        

41729-D Poster distributed throughout Aroostook Cty., advertising the potato barrel 

rolling contest 

 

41730-D Poster distributed throughout Aroostook Cty., advertising the potato barrel 

rolling contest 

 

41736-D This giant “potato” was supposed to open and reveal elaborate girls band 

on the day of Barrel Rolling Contest, The mechanism kept getting stuck 

 

41741-D This giant “potato” was supposed to open and reveal elaborate girls band 

on the day of Barrel Rolling Contest, The mechanism kept getting stuck 

 

41759-D These drum majorettes were revealed when the giant wood and paper 

potato was opened on the day of the barrel rolling contest 

 

41731-D The “potato pole” standing in the main street as an advertisement for the 

barrel rolling contest 

 

41766-D The “potato pole” standing in the main street as an advertisement for the 

barrel rolling contest 

 

20676-D The “potato pole” standing in the main street as an advertisement for the 

barrel rolling contest 

 

41744-D Advertisement for Maine potatoes used as decorations during a potato 

rolling contest. 

 

41788-D The grand parade at the barrel rolling contest 

 

41727-D The grand parade at the barrel rolling contest 

41763-D School girls carrying Aroostook potatoes on sticks, as part of the parade 

on the day of the barrel rolling contest 

 

41742-D School girls carrying Aroostook potatoes on sticks, as part of the parade 

on the day of the barrel rolling contest 
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41742-D School girls carrying Aroostook potatoes on sticks, as a part of the parade 

on the day of the barrel rolling contest 

 

41743-D Getting ready for the boy’s barrel rolling contest which receded the men’s 

competition 

 

41778-D One of the winners of the boy’s race in the barrel rolling contest 

41765-D Weighing barrels for the benefit of the news reel cameraman at the potato 

rolling contest 

 

20675-D The annual Barrel Rolling Contest. Each barrel has 200lbsof potatoes in it. 

20676-M1 The annual Barrel Rolling Contest. Each barrel has 200lbsof potatoes in it. 

41764-D Main event of the potato barrel rolling contest 

41775-D The start of the final heat in the man’s race of potato barrel rolling contest 

20677-M5 The annual Barrel Rolling Contest. Each barrel has 200lbsof potatoes in it. 

41777-D At the finish line of the Barrel Rolling Contest 

20677-M2 A boyscout holding a string at the finish line of the Annual Barrel Rolling 

41732-D James Day, ace barrel roller and idol of Aroostook boys. Lost the contest 

41762-D These jackets were worn by champion barrel rollers on the day of the 

Barrel Rolling Contest 

 

41740-D School girls and spectators at the Barrel Rolling Contest 

41767-D Youngsters watching the son’s race at the Barrel rolling contest 

20677-D Spectators at the Annual Barrel Rolling Contest 

41745-D Spectators at the Annual Barrel Rolling Contest 

41723-D Spectators at the Annual Barrel Rolling Contest 

41728-D Spectators at the Annual Barrel Rolling Contest 
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20678-M1 Spectators at the Annual Barrel Rolling Contest 

20679-M4 Spectators at the Annual Barrel Rolling Contest 

20679-M5 Farmers in town to see the Barrel Rolling Contest 

41735-D The evening program after the Barrel Rolling Contest consisted of dancing 

in the street. 

 

41739-D The evening program after the Barrel Rolling Contest consisted of dancing 

in the street 

 

41737-D The evening program after the Barrel Rolling Contest consisted of dancing 

in the street 

 

41738-D The evening program after the Barrel Rolling Contest consisted of dancing 

in the street 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Item-Level Inventory: Lot 1219 (Roll 5) 

 

LOCATION: Maine, rural scenes 

DATE: October, 1940 

PHOTOGRAPHER, DIVISION: Jack Delano for the  

CAPTION TITLES: 1: Fort Kent (vicinity); 2: New Sweden; 3: Houlton; 4: Van Buren; 

5: Caribou  

TOTAL NUMBER OF PHOTOGRAPHS: 50 

Photo# Caption Tile, Subtitle(s)        

42141-D 4: Along US Route 1. 

42068-D Eagle Lake (vicinity), ME. Landscape off US Highway 11. 

42153-D Soldier Pond, ME [no subtitle] 

42276-D International Bridge between Calais, ME. and New Brunswick, Canada 

42069-D 1: A landscape off Route 11 

42112-D 1: A landscape off Route 11 

42026-D 1: The Saint John River 

42028-D 1: The St. John River 

42087-D US Highway 1, and on the outskirts of Fort Kent, ME 

42071-D 1: [no subtitle] 

421555-D 1: A horse and buggy in the streets 

42029-D 1: Maine Street 

42277-D Robbinston (vicinity), ME A “strung out” farmhouse 

42336-D Monticello, ME Old “strung out’ house 

42334-D Millbridge, ME Old “strung out’ house 

42183-A 2: Museum containing relics of the first Swedish settlers. 

42137-D 2: Monument. 
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Photo# Caption Tile, Subtitle(s)        

42396-E 3: Houses along the river 

42397-E 3: Bridge 

42398-E 3: Bridge 

42399-E 3: Jewler’s [sic] store 

42191-A North Lyndon (vicinity), ME. Catholic Church. 

41790-D Presque Isle (vicinity), ME. A farm house at dusk. 

42020-D 4: Farms along US Highway 1 

42022-D Van Buren Rd., ME. Houses 

42094-D 4: Rural slums showing firewood gathered for the winter 

42142-D 4: Rural slums along US highway 1 

42024-D 5: Children in slum area 

42134-D 1: A slum area 

42135-D 1: A slum area 

42088-D 1: A slum area 

42140-D 1: A slum area 

42136-D 5: On the right is the Aroostook River 

42100-D 5: At the freight terminal of the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad 

42035-D 5: At the freight terminal of the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad 

42114-D 5: At the freight terminal of the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad 

42149-D 5: At the freight terminal of the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad 

42038-D 5: At the freight terminal of the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad 

 



Lot 1219 (Cont’d.) 
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42083-D 5: Main Street 

20680-MD 5: Saturday afternoon along Main Street 

20681-M3 5: Two potato farmers in town on Saturday afternoon 

20679-M1 5: Saturday afternoon along Main Street 

20680-M4 5: Saturday afternoon along Main Street 

20680-D 5: Fertilizer warehouse at the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad terminal 
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Shelflist UF-0101 

LOT#  Date Location  Photographer(s) Subject    

74 1942 Pittsburgh, Pa  John Collier, Jr. Montour no. 4 mine of the 

        Pittsburgh Coal Co. 

  

75 1942 Detroit, MI  Arthur Siegel  De Soto bomber plant 

 

76 1942 Detroit, MI  Arthur Siegel  Hanna furnaces of the Great     

       Lakes Steel Corporation 

 

77 1941 Washington, DC  John Collier, Jr. Christmas evening in the home 

        of an army doctor in Annacostia. 

 

78 1942 rural Minnesota  John Vachon  Selective service registration 

 

79 1942 Brownville, TX  Arthur Rothstein Selective service and vicinity 

        registration, bean harvesting, 

        etc.. 

 

80 1942 Presque Isle, ME John Collier, Jr. Annual agricultural show at the

       state experimental farm 

 

81 1941 Falls Church, VA John Collier, Jr. Christmas in the home of a U.S

       government executive in a  

       suburb of Virginia  

 

82 1942 Falco, FL  John Collier, Jr. Gulf area lumber town 

        abandoned since 1923. 

 

83 1941 Washington, DC  Jack Delano  National airport at Gravelly 

        Point 

 

84 1942 Portsmouth, OH  John Vachon  Elk’s banquet at country club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Roll 1 Cont’d.) 

LOT#  Date Location  Photographer(s) Subject    

85 1942 Washington, DC  Marjory Collins Red Cross personnel and 

        Activities 

 

86 1941 Washington, DC  John Collier, Jr. Children, adults, ad servicemen 

        Christmas shopping in  

     Woolworth’s five and ten cent  

     store 

 

87 1942 Meeker County, MN John Vachon  Three generations of the 

        McRaith family on their farms 

 

88 1942 Caribou, ME and John Collier, Jr. Cunningham farm belonging to  

 Vicinity      vicinity FSA client 

 

89 1942 Hamilton, MT  John Vachon  Staff and operations of the  

        Rocky Mountain Laboratory 

        of the U.S. Public Health  

        service. 

 

90 1942 Dorchester County, John Collier, Jr. Shanties on the eastern shore 

 MD       Maryland occupied by Negro 

        “watermen” whose main source 

        of livelihood is Chesapeake  

        Bay. 

 

91  1941 Washington, DC  John Collier, Jr. Christmas rush in the  

Greyhound bus terminal 

 

 

 

92 1942 Ohio (various)  John Vachon   Spanish war veteran, Members 

        of American Legion, amateur 

        radio operators, doctors, 

        housewives, etc. 

 

93 1942 Detroit, MI  Arthur Siegel  Labor Day Parade with a war 

        theme.     

 

94 1942 Florence, AL  Jack Delano  Swimming class at a boy scout 

        camp in the woods. 

 

 

 

 



(Roll 1 Cont’d.) 

LOT#  Date Location  Photographer(s) Subject    

95 1942 Detroit, MI  John Vachon  Baseball game at the Bridge 

        between Detroit Tigers and 

        Cleveland Indians 

 

96 1942 Corpus Christi, TX Arthur Rothstein Privately supported  

        Tuberculosis clinic supervised 

        by a retired doctor  

 

97 1942 Matamoros, Mexico  Russell Lee and Bull fight and street scenes 

     Arthur Rothstein 

 

98 1942 Detroit, MI  Arthur Siegel  American boy scouts honoring 

        blitz scouts from England at  

        The University of Detroit  

        Stadium 

 

99 1943 Detroit, MI  Arthur Siegel   Negro and white men and 

        women assembling Rolls 

        Royce engines at the Packard 

        Motor Car Company 

 

100 1942 Washington, DC  Marjory Collins Registration for wartime sugar 

        Rationing at a public school 

 

101 1941 Wyola, WY  Marion Post Wolcott Stockmen’s picnic an barbeque 
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117 1941 Wichita, KS  Marion Post Wolcott Oil Industry 

 

118 1942 Aroostook county, John Collier, Jr. Farmland and people on the 

 ME       Maine-Canadian border 

 

119 1942 Washington, DC  John Ferrell  War time construction 

 

120 1942 Ames, IA  Jack Delano  Iowa State College 

 

121 1942 Ames, IA  Jack Delano  Class and Research Work at 

Iowa State College 

 

122 1942 Ames, IA  Jack Delano  Iowa High School agricultural 

Congress held at Iowa State 

College 

 

123 1942 Ames, IA  Jack Delano  Veterinary School agricultural 

University at Iowa 

 

124 1942 Ames, IA   Jack Delano  Iowa State College 

 

125 1942 El Centre, Ca  Russell Lee  Imperial County Fair 

 

126 1941 Cowlitts County, Russell Lee  Holdings and operations of the 

WA       the long Bell Lumber Company 

 

127 1942 Eleven Mile Corner, Russell Lee  Farm Security Administration 

AZ       workers’ community 

 

128 Has been omitted for confidential reasons. 

 

129 1942 Vallejo, CA  Russell Lee  Farm Security Administration 

defense housing 

 

130 1942 Albany, CA  Russell Lee  Experiments in dehydration at 

U.S. Dept. of Agriculture 
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751 1943 New York, NY  Not stated  Woman Trainmen on the Long 

Island railroad 

 

752 1943 New Britain, CT  Gordon R. Parks Women and men in essential 

War industries 

 

753 1943 New Britain CT  Gordon R. Parks Child day care center for 

Children of working mothers 

 

754 Gorham, NH   John Collier, Jr. Fine mountain fire lookout 

(vicinity) Station manned by Barbara  

Mortenson. 

 

755 1943 Freeport Sulphur John Vachon  Freeport Sulphur Company 

Company 

 

756 1943 Ashland, ME  John Collier, Jr. Memorial day service in a  

Small rural community 

 

757 1943 Fort Kent, ME  John Collier, Jr. Spring Potato planting on the  

Farm of Leonard Gagnon,a 

French–Canadian. 

 

758 1943 Turkey Road, NH John Collier, Jr. Women workers employed by  

A U.S. Department of 

Agriculture timber salvage saw 

mill. 
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759 1943 Bar Harbor, ME  John Collier, Jr. Civil air patrol base 

 

760 1943 Buffalo Hill,  John Collier, Jr. Congregational church, held in 

Aroostook County, ME    one-room rural school in an  

       Isolated community in 

       Aroostook County 

 

761 1943 Spring Pulpwood Dr. John Collier, Jr. Progress of pulp logs from  

on the Brown Company     stand to factory. 

Timber holding in ME 

 

762 1942 Corpus, TX  John Vachon  Civil air patrol base 

 

763 1943 Arlington, TX  Ester Bubley  Arlington farms, a war duration 

Residence project in the 

vicinity of Washington for 

women government workers. 

 

764 1942 Melbourne, Australia Not stated  Beaufort torpedo bomber sub 

Main assembly plants 

 

765 1943 New Orleans, LA John Vachon  New Orleans shipbuilding 

yards the Higgins Industries, 

Inc. 

 

766 1943 Farmland and rural  John Collier, Jr. Valleys 

 

767 1943 Washington, DC  John Collier, Jr. Presentations and dedications 

Given by federal government 

workers to the U.S. Army 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Roll 4 Cont’d.) 
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768 1943 Elizabeth Kenny  Jack Delano  Infantile paralysis patients and 

Minneapolis, MN     Visitors at the Institute 

  

769 1943 Oswago, NY  Marjory Collins Women replacing men in the 

steel car shops of the 

Pennsylvania railroad. 

 

770 1943 Pitcairn, PA  Marjory Collins Women replacing men in the 

steel car shops of the 

Pennsylvania railroad 

 

771 1943 Pittsburgh, PA  Marjory Collins Lithuanian-American                                      

community 

 

772 1943 Philadelphia, PA Marjory Collins SKF roller bearing factory and     

Sweedish-American employees 

 

773 1943 Pittsburgh, PA  Marjory Collins Wartime activities in an  

industrial center 

 

774 1943 Rochester, NY  Ralph Andursky The Babcock’s, a typical  

American war worker’s family  
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1213 1936 Maine(rural areas) Paul Carter  The desert of Maine, flooded 

Areas, US resettlement 

 

1214 1939 Boothbay Center, ME Herbert Mayer  Fireman’s muster 

 

1215 1940 Fryburg, ME  Marion Post Wolcott Small town an nearby farmland 

(vicinity) 

 

1216 1940 Aroostook cty., ME Jack Delano  Aroostook county, one of the 

largest potato producing 

centers in the world. 

 

1217 1940 Aroostook cty., ME Jack Delano  Woodman potato company 

 

1218 1940 Presque Isle, ME Jack Delano  First international potato barrel  

rolling contest.  

Parade. 

 

1219 1940 ME (rural scenes) Jack Delano  Scenes along highway no. 1, 

Small towns 

 

1220 1940 Bath, ME  Jack Delano  War boom in a New England 

Industrial town 

 

1221 1936 NH industrial  Arthur Rothstein Pulpwood and ice industries, 

Towns Farmer’s productive co-

operative, resettlement clients, 

show carnival 

 

1222 1936 Manchester, NH  Edwin Locke and New England Mill town 

Carl Mydans 
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1223 1937 NH   Edwin Locke  N.H. small town 

 

1224 1940 NH   Marion Post Wolcott Large and small scale 

Lumber operations in New 

Hampshire 

 

1225 1940 Berlin, NH  Marion Post Wolcott New England Paper Mill town 

 

1226 1940 NH (rural section) Marion Post Wolcott Small Towns and rural scenes 

after heavy snow storm 

 

1227 1940 NH   Marion Post Wolcott Winter Sports 

 

1228 1940 NH   Marion Post Wolcott Small town scenes after heavy 

snow storm 

 

1229 1936 VT (rural section) Carl Mydans  Farmlands, highways, and  

Small town 

 

1230 1936-37 VT   Carl Mydans and  County Fairs 

Arthur Rothstein 
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AROOSTOOK COUNTY, MAINE 

Town   Roll/Lot 

Ashland   3/756 

Buffalo Hill   4/760 

Caribou   5/126, 5/1217, 5/1219 

Eagle Lake   5/1216 

Fort Kent   2/118, 3/757, 5/1216. 5/1219 

Houlton    5/1219 

Lille   2/118, 5/1216 

New Sweden   5/1216, 5/1219 

Perham   5/1216 

Presque Isle   1/80, 1/88, 5/1218 

Saint David   5/1216 

Soldier Pond   5/1216 

Van Buren    2/118, 5/1216, 5/1219 

Wallegrass   5/1216 

Washburn    5/1216 

OTHER LOCATIONS 

State  Town   Roll/Lot 

Alabama  Florence  1/94 

Arizona  Eleven Mile Corner 2/127 

California  Albany   2/130 

California  El Centre  2/125 

California  Vallejo   2/129 

Connecticut  New Britain  3/752, 3/753 

 

 



OTHER LOCATIONS (Cont’d) 

State    Town    Roll/Lot  

District of Colombia   Washington   1/77,1/83,1/85, 

        1/86, 1/96, 1/100 

        2/119, 4/767 

Florida    Falco    1/82 

 

Iowa    Ames    2/120, 2/121, 

        2/122, 2/123, 

        2/124 

Kansas    Witchita   2/117 

 

Louisiana    New Orleans   4/765 

 

Maine    Bath    5/1220 

 

Maine    Boothbay   5/1214 

 

Maine    Fryburg   5/1215 

 

Maine    Spring Pulpwood Drive on  4/761 

    the Brown Company Timber  

    holding 

Maryland    Dorchester County  1/90 

 

Michigan    Detroit    1/75, 1/76, 1/93, 

        1/98, 1/95 

Minnesota    Meeker County  1/87 

 

Minnesota    Minneapolis   4/768 

 

Minnesota    Rural    1/78 

 

Montana    Hamilton   1/89 

 

New Hampshire   Not listed   5/1223, 5/1224, 

        5/1227, 5/1228 

New Hampshire   Berlin    5/1225 

 

New Hampshire   Gorham   3/754 

 

New Hampshire   industrial towns  5/1221 

 

New Hampshire   Manchester   5/1222 

 

New Hampshire   rural section   5/1226 



OTHER LOCATIONS (Cont’d) 

State    Town    Roll/Lot  

New Hampshire   Turkey Road   3/758 

 

New York    Farmland and Rural scenes 4/766 

 

New York    New York   3/751 

 

New York    Oswago   4/769 

 

New York    Rochester   4/774 

 

Ohio    Portsmouth   1/84 

 

Ohio    Various   1/92 

 

Pennsylvania    Farmland and Rural scenes 4/766 

 

Pennsylvania    Philadelphia   4/772 

 

Pennsylvania    Pitcairn   4/770 

 

Pennsylvania    Pittsburgh   1/74, 4/771, 4/773 

 

Texas    Arlington   4/763 

 

Texas    Brownsville   1/79 

 

Texas    Corpus Christi   1/96, 4/762 

 

Vermont    not listed   5/1230 

 

Vermont    Rural scenes   5/1229 

 

Virginia    Falls Church   1/81 

 

Washington    Cowlitts County  2/126 

 

Wyoming    Wyola    1/101 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 

State    Town    Roll/Lot  

Australia    Melbourne   4/764 

Freeport Sulfur Company      3/755 

Mexico    Matamoros   1/97 

New England    Farmland and rural scenes 4/76 
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AROOSTOOK COUNTY, MAINE 

Photographer     Roll/Lot 

Collier Jr., John  1/80, 1/88, 2/118, 3/756, 3/757, 4/760, 

5/1217 

 

Delano, Jack     5/1216, 5/1217, 5/1218, 5/1219 

 

OTHER LOCATIONS 

Photographer     Roll/Lot 

Andursky, Ralf    4/774 

 

Bubley, Esther     4/763 

 

Carter, Paul     5/1213 

 

Collier Jr., John 1/74, 1/77, 1/81, 1/82, 1/86, 1/90, 1/91, 

3/754,  3/758, 4/759, 4/761, 4/766, 4/767 

 

Collins, Marjory    1/85, 1/100, 4/769, 4/770, 4/771, 4/773 

 

Delano Jack     1/83, 1/94, 2/120,2/121,2/122,2/123,2/124 

      4/768,5/1220 

 

Ferrell, John     2/119 

 

Lee, Russell     1/97,2/125,2/126,2/127,2/129,2/130 

 

Locke, Edwin     5/1222, 5/1223 

 

Mayer, Herbert    5/1214 

 

Mydans, Carl     5/1222,5/1229,5/1230 

 

Parks, Gordon R.    3/752, 3/753 

 

Rothstein, Arthur    1/79, 1/96, 1/97, 5/12212, 5/1230 

 

Siegal, Arthur     1/75, 1/76, 1/93, 1/98, 1/99 

 

Wolcott, Marion Post    1/101,2/117,5/1215,5/1224,5/1225,5/1226 

      5/1227,5/1228 

Vachon, John     1/78, 1/84, 1/87, 1/89, 1/92, 1/95, 3/755, 

      4/762, 4/765 


