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Harry Louis Etscovitz was born in Brooklyn, New York on December 8, 1920, the son of
Jacob and Bessie Plesset Etscovitz. He graduated from Fort Kent High School and
attended Harvard College, graduating with honors in 1952. On November 20, 1952, he
married Marilyn E. Goldman of Lewiston, Maine. Etscovitz served as a U.S. Naval
officer during World War I1. Upon returning to Fort Kent, he owned and operated
Etscovitz Chevrolet and Valley Motors from 1945 to 1986. In addition, he was a co-
owner of the Fort Kent Telephone Company, president of Esco Potato Brokerage
Company, and president of Etscovitz Potato Company. Etscovitz was a member of the
Fort Kent town council, a member and past president of the Fort Kent Chamber of
Commerce, a trustee of the Fort Kent Library, and a member of the University of Maine
at Fort Kent Foundation Board. He also served on the Board of Directors of the Northern
Maine Medical Center, appointed in 1971. He was also a member of the Fort Kent Golf
Club, the Lions Club, and the Fort Kent Masonic Lodge No. 209 AF & AM. Etscovitz
erected the Fort Kent historic monument commemorating the early Jewish settlers of the
town on the former site of a synagogue. Harry Etscovitz died on October 30, 2000, in
Fort Kent.

Scope and content:

This collection consists of three C-60 audiocassettes containing two interviews conducted
by Benjamin Shapiro with Harry L. Etscovitz of Fort Kent, Maine, regarding his life
experiences, Judaism and the Jewish community in the Saint John Valley.
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