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Biographical information: Monsignor Phillip E. Desjardins was born August 15, 1876 in
Waterville, Maine. He made his clerical studies at the Grand Seminary in Montreal and was
ordained August 10, 1899 at St. Francis de Sales Church in Waterville. His first appointment was
as an assistant to the rector of the Cathedral of Immaculate Conception in Portland. In 1901, he

was appointed to his first pastorate, in Springvale and subsequently served as Pastor in Chisholm
and Skowhegan, Maine.



Monsignor Desjardins celebrated the Diamond Jubilee of his ordination to the priesthood in
1959.

A true scholar with an unusual mastery of the French and English languages, Monsignor
Desjardins had endowed the Diocese with a detailed account of its century of life and its
religious antecedents. His manuscripts and records have provided a treasury of historic data, the
result of a half century of exhaustive research born of the love of the Church which he served.

The Reverend Monsignor Desjardins died Friday March 21, 1969 at the age of 93, after a long
illness. He was retired in 1967 after 68 years of active service in the diocese and having
completed 51 years as Pastor of the Parish of St. Hyacinth in Westbrook, Maine.

Scope and content: This collection consists of historical files on Aroostook County parishes
compiled by Msgr. Philip E. Desjardins for the Diocese of Portland. Included are the histories of
the parishes of Caribou, Eagle Lake, Fort Kent, Fort Fairfield, Frenchville, Grand Isle/Lille,
Hamlin, Houlton, Limestone, Madawaska, Mars Hill, Presque Isle, St. Agathe, St. Francis, St.
John, Sinclair, Stockholm, VVan Buren/Keegan, and Wallagrass. The compilation was done from
the following sources: Church World; Le Messager de Lewiston; Catholic Directory of Portland,;
L’Union; Chancery files; Bangor Daily News; Bishop Walsh’s diary; historical notes from
different Reverends and parishes, etc.

Inventory: 1 folder



