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Scope and content:

This collection consists of 10 color photographs and 1 black-and-white photograph
depicting schools and a convent in the St. John Valley region of Maine.



Little is known of the demolition of sections of the Eagle Lake convent (items 1 and 2).
The Little Franciscans of Mary operated a boarding and nursing facility from the
beginning of the twentieth century. According to James C. Ouellette, the St. Mary’s
Convent School opened in 1916; a parish history gives a date of 1918 instead.
Photographs of the school building appear in Looking to the Future: St. Mary’s Parish –
Eagle Lake, Maine (1972). Kindergarten through fourth grade were taught in that
building until 1964. Betty Theriault states that the site of the school is now the veterans
memorial park on Aroostook Road. The building would thus have been separate from the
nursing facility; it would have stood at the corner of Convent Street.

The Quimby School in Winterville Plantation (items 3 and 4) still stands and serves as the
municipal office. The Winterville municipal office was contacted to gather information
about the history of the building, but none was instantly available. Betty Theriault states
that kindergarten through eighth grade were taught in that building until 1966. ACAP
Head Start used the space from 1984 to about 1998.

New Central School (item 5), labeled as a Soldier Pond school by the photographer or the
cataloger, was in fact located in New Canada. The building, which still stands, is located
on New Canada Road, southwest of the intersection with Fox Road. It may date from the
1940s or 1950s. Another building like it stood on Cemetery Hill Road in Daigle; it too
became a private home. New Central School closed circa 1964-1967 and children of the
area attended the new school built in Soldier Pond. Then, for about a decade, the building
was home to a vocational or technical school where forestry and welding were taught.
Bob Lozier bought it in the early 1980s. After using it for storage for several years, he
renovated it and converted it into a home. Danny Nicolas, Bob Lozier, and Joel
Desjardins (whose father worked at the vocational school) provided these details.

According to Joel Desjardins, who grew up nearby, item 6 depicts Washington School,
located on New Canada Road, near the top of the hill where a Christmas tree farm now
lies. The building still stands on the east side of the road, but is in a state of considerable
disrepair. The Fort Kent Historical Society had considered moving the building to the
Society’s site, but found that it would be impossible in light of the building’s condition.
The Historical Society ultimately chose to build a new structure modeled on the
Washington School. Both Emerson School, located in Daigle proper, and Washington
School would have closed when New Central School came into service. A schoolhouse
almost exactly like this one stood on Strip Road in New Canada (not to be confused with
the one on Strip Road in Soldier Pond).

Schools in Wallagrass included, according to Rita Stadig’s book on Wallagrass, St.
George; St. Euzebe (near Wallagrass Stream); St. Anthony (near Belanger Settlement);
St. Elizabeth (at Sly Brook); and Wilson (on Strip Road). Rita Pelletier adds that there
was a Sacred Heart School on Strip Road, near the log house and the intersection with
Bouchard Road, in Soldier Pond; the building eventually belonged to the Stadigs and
later was torn down.



Terry Ouellette of the Ste. Agathe Historical Society has confirmed that item 7 depicts
the Longfellow School in St. Agatha, which was originally located on the road between
Frenchville and St. Agatha (Route 162), near the Frenchville town line. Whereas most
one-room schoolhouses built on this plan were named after presidents (e.g. Washington
and Roosevelt), the nod to Henry Wadsworth Longfellow may have reflected the distinct
Acadian culture of the region, Longfellow being the author of Evangeline. It was in
service roughly from 1927 to 1947. The building fell into private hands and served as a
shed; it may have been owned by Maurice Guerrette. Now in a state of disrepair, it was
moved to the grounds of the Ste. Agathe Historical Society in 2020. After significant
restoration work, it was officially inaugurated as a historic site in July 2024.

The building that housed St. Joseph’s Convent School (item 8) still stands at 1973 Main
Street in Wallagrass. The Little Franciscans of Mary opened an educational mission in
Wallagrass in 1899 following an invitation by Fr. Joseph Marcoux. A convent was
already standing at that time. Miriam Therese Callnan's Aroostook Architect (1977) and
Sylvain Desmeules’s Les Petites Franciscaines de Marie (2012) have different images
depicting the convent and possibly the school in the early part of the twentieth century
and then around mid-century. A fire destroyed the convent in January 1947, as a result of
which the Sisters lodged on the third floor of the school. The exact construction date of
the school building that still stands is unknown, though its architecture would suggest that
it is post-Second World War. The Little Franciscans left in 1957 or 1958. The Oblate
Sisters of Mary Immaculate took their place and stayed for six years. The school then
closed and the building was converted into an apartment building.

The building that housed the Dirigo School (items 9 and 10) still stands on the Albert
Street curve in Eagle Lake. According to James C. Ouellette’s history of Eagle Lake, the
school opened in 1900. The two-story structure is unusual for a schoolhouse of that era
and may have been raised some time after the initial construction. This could have
occurred in 1948, when funds were allocated for major repairs, or in 1955, after the
closing of rural schools, which raised attendance at Dirigo. It was home to grades 5
through 8 until 1964. Eagle Lake Elementary School opened in January 1965. Betty
Theriault states, “The town of Eagle Lake traded the school building with previous
American Legion hall and lot, which is the present day Eagle Lake public beach.”

The location of item 11 is disputable. According to the photographer or the cataloger, the
building was situated in St. Francis. A structure with a similar floor plan still exists at
1852 Route 161 in St. Francis; it has become a private residence. This would be the old
McKinley School, built in 1928. It appears on p. 19 of the St. Francis Historical Society’s
History Speaks (2nd ed.). However, neither the pictured building nor the current structure
has a cupola for the bell over the entrance. On the other hand, the Roosevelt School, in
Saint John, has had that feature. That building still stands next to 2320 Route 161 in Saint
John. Edward Bleakney lives in the old schoolhouse in St. Francis. Having seen the
photo, he thinks it is the Roosevelt School in Saint John. The Roosevelt School is on the
National Register of Historic Places.



Other schools in St. Francis included Lincoln School; this building is in severe disrepair
on the north side of the road near 1193 Route 161. The building was once used as a
potato house and is now overgrown. Emerson School, also on the main road, is now a
private residence. There was also a Harding School.

Inventory:

Item 1: St. Mary’s Convent School, Eagle Lake. July 1975. Color photograph. 8.7
x 8.8 cm.

Item 2: St. Mary’s Convent School, Eagle Lake. July 1975. Color photograph. 8.7
x 8.8 cm.

Item 3: Quimby School, Winterville Plantation. February 21, 1981. Color
photograph. 11.1 x 8.8 cm.

Item 4: Quimby School. Undated. Color photograph. 11.1 x 8.8 cm.

Item 5: New Central School, New Canada. April 15, 1981. Color photograph. 11.1
x 8.8 cm.

Item 6: Likely Washington School, New Canada. Undated. Color photograph. 11.1
x 8.8 cm.

Item 7: Longfellow School, Saint Agatha. June?/July? 18, 1982. Color
photograph. 11.1 x 8.8 cm.

Item 8: St. Joseph’s Convent School, Wallagrass. December 1980. Color
photograph. 11.1 x 8.8 cm.

Item 9: Dirigo School, Eagle Lake. December 25, 1981. Color photograph. 11.1 x
8.8 cm.

Item 10: Dirigo School. April 1957. Black and white photograph. 13.2 x 9.0 cm.

Item 11: Identified as a St. Francis school, but likely to be the Roosevelt School in
Saint John Plantation. Undated. Color photograph. 11.1 x 8.8 cm.

Processing action: Photographs were numbered as per the inventory above and placed in
archival sleeves for preservation. A copy of Down East (1975) that discusses the forestry
program at New Central School was added to the administrative file in August 2024; it
was donated by Joel Desjardins. The Roosevelt School NRHP registration form was
added in September 2024.


