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Provenance
Material was acquired from John L. Martin, Maine House of Representatives
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Conservation Notes
None

Conditions Governing Access and Use
Restrictions

Access: No restrictions
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Rights Statement
Copyright has not been assigned to the Acadian Archives/Archives acadiennes. All requests for
permission to publish or quote from manuscripts must be submitted in writing to the Acadian
Archives/Archives acadiennes.

Recommended Citation
Joint Resolution Recognizing Franco-American Day, (MCC-00414). Acadian Archives/Archives
acadiennes, University of Maine at Fort Kent.

Collection Description
Historical Information
Franco-American Day was celebrated for the first time on March 6, 2002 at the Maine State
Capitol in Augusta, Maine. One third of the population of Maine is of French and Canadian
descent. The contribution from the Franco-American population added much to the quality of
the State of Maine therefore, a resolution was passed at the One Hundred and Twenty-eight
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Legislature of the First Regular Session to declare Franco-American Day be celebrated on
Wednesday, April 19, 2017. Chamber Status, HP 1007 -- Legislative Information -- Maine
Legislature

Biographical Information
John L. Martin is widely-acknowledged throughout the state of Maine as one of the most
influential public servants of the past 100 years.

Born in Eagle Lake in June 1941, Martin attended local schools and received a Bachelor of Arts
in History and Government from the University of Maine at Orono in 1963 where he later did
advanced graduate study in Political Science. An assistant professor of Political Science and
Government at UMFK since 1977, Martin last year was named director of the University's
Center for Rural Sustainable Development. The Center's mission is to guide sustainability efforts
by providing academic resources and quality information for improving lives and livelihoods and
safeguarding cultural and natural heritage for the future.

Martin was first elected to the Maine state House of Representatives in 1964. Among Martin's
earliest political mentors and role models were his late uncle, Claude Martin, himself a state
representative, and President John F. Kennedy. Martin served an unprecedented 10 terms as
Speaker of the Maine House of Representatives. John later served in the state Senate from 2000
to 2008 before returning to the House, representing the towns of Allagash, Ashland, Eagle Lake,
Fort Kent, St. Francis, and Wallagrass, as well as the plantations of Garfield, Nashville, St. John
and Winterville, and the unorganized territory of northwest Aroostook County.

During his years in the state legislature, Representative Martin cemented his position as a
political force within Maine, and beyond. He counts the state legislature's passage of the
Allagash Wilderness Waterway statute in 1966, which established the Allagash as America's first
federally-protected, state-managed wild river, as among the most significant during his
legislative career.

Martin served in numerous capacities within the National Conference of State Legislatures, the
Foundation for State Legislatures, the Democratic State Legislative Leaders Association, and
within the Democratic National Committee. Martin served as chairman of the Intergovernmental
Relations Commission in 1969, and from 1970 to 1972 he was chairman of the Land Use
Regulation Commission.

Prior to becoming Speaker in 1975, Martin served on the Joint Standing Committees on
Taxation, State Government, and Appropriations and Financial Affairs. He was elected Minority
Floor Leader in 1971 and served in that position prior to becoming Speaker. He later served as
the chair of the Legislative Council in 1989 and 1990.

Martin is a member of the New England Political Science Association and the American
Academy of Political Science. He served as president of the National Conference of State
Legislatures from 1990 to 1991; chairman of the State-Federal Assembly of NCSL in 1985 and
1986; vice chair of NCSL's Budget, Fiscal & Rules Committee in 1986 and 1987; and, chair of
the Task Force on Reapportionment in 1987 and 1988.
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Martin has been a member of the Board of the Foundation for State Legislatures and he served as
vice chair of the Regional Executive Committee of the Democratic State Legislative Leaders
Association.

In 1990, Martin was elected Chair of the State Democratic Leaders Association and served on
both the Democratic National Committee and the Executive Committee of the Democratic
National Committee. He was president of the State Legislative Leaders Foundation from 1979 to
1982 and chairman of the New England Caucus of State Legislatures in 1982 and 1983.

Martin's many community activities include serving as treasurer of Northern Maine General
Hospital, a non-profit organization which operates the Eagle Lake Nursing Home and the Eagle
Lake Boarding Home. He also is president of Ambulance Services Inc., and is president of Fish
River Rural Health Centers in Eagle Lake and Fort Kent.

Scope and Content
This collection consists of 2 copies of the Joint Resolution Recognizing Franco-American
Day/Résolution conjointe honorant les Franco-Américains sponsored by Representative John L.
Martin of Eagle Lake, Maine.

Arrangement
Not applicable

Separated Materials (If Applicable)
Not applicable

Subject Headings
Franco-American--Maine
French Americans--Maine
French Canadians--Maine
Titles of statutes

Related Materials
Not applicable

Collection Inventory

Folder 1: 2 copies of the Résolution conjointe honorant les Franco-Américains/Joint Resolution
Recognizing Franco-American Day.
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