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Historical information: On May 9, 1973, a corporation was formed and named, “Notre Heritage 

Vivant”. The name representing the eastern part of the Saint. John Valley in Aroostook County 

of Maine. It encompasses the communities of Grand Isle, Van Buren, Hamlin, and Cyr 

Plantation. The purpose of the corporation is to foster, promote, and encourage interest in the 

history and in preserving the heritage and culture of the people of the region. Many fundraising 



projects were held and with the help of generous supporters who donated land and buildings the 

Acadian Village was underway. Gilles Nadeau was chosen as the village designer. 

 

The society received a CETA grant and a matching grant from the Maine State Bicentennial 

Commission. When the weather permitted, volunteers started getting the land ready and moving 

buildings one at a time or constructing new buildings on the site of the present village.  

 

“The Acadian Village contains a group of buildings depicting an Acadian Heritage. A culture 

that is very distinguished in exposing the skills of art, courage, faith, and the hardship our 

ancestors had in establishing the Saint John River Valley.”  

 

Scope and content: This collection consists of one scrapbook containing the names of major 

contributors in different events that occurred during the construction of the Acadian village 

“Notre Héritage Vivant Historical Society” in Van Buren, Maine. The scrapbook measures 24 x 

28.5 x 2 cm and is orange in color. 
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