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l l  hlFK to unveil history book 
looking back at campus's first 125 years 

Fort Kent - .A publlcatlon. 125 years in the making, that details the story of thc people and 
cyents that have shaped the Unih crsity of Mainc at Fort Kent will be oftlcially unvcilc~l at a 
ceremuny on Saturday, September 1 S. at 200 p.m. in the Blake Library un the U M F K  
campu5. 

. I Cc,ntlo.y and a Quurtur off rag-ess, an aptly titled 1 60-page book that explores the 
125-*car iiisiory of UMFK t h o u &  the administrations or  each of tllc university's nine 
prt.srdents, nil1 be introduced to the public during the a n ~ ~ u a l  "Cornc to Campus Days'' 
alunml and fi-iends homecornirlg weekend. 

The pubiicaiiol~ includes the original "collection of historical vlpettes" coinpiled by 
late IJniversity of Maine at Fort Lent Professor of Hislory Rogcr Cirindle in his 1978 
centennial-ycar public3tion A L ' r j i ~ t ~ ~ v  r,fProgress, and brings that book forward to includc 
the 25 years of hislory which fbllowed the 100th an~~iversary of the campus. 

Griudle sened  the institution with djstillctiotl from 1962 though his unlimely dcach 
irl January o t' 1 98 1. 

" T h ~ s  c\eclicated faculty mcmbcr authored the original and dcfinitike publication 
chrunicl ing rho Story of our campus, the text of which curnpriscs the first f rvs and a half 
chaprers of the now book. Roger GrinJle's work has been instnimcntal rn the effort to both 
clocurnent and presene thc r ~ c h  story that 1s UMFK," said Burnellt: Brwkcr .  president of the 
UME K AIU~II I I~  A S ~ O C I ; I ~ I L ~ I I .  ' 'W c' 3rc forever indebted to Professor Grir~dle for h ~ s  
outstand~ng contributior~s to cur  i~lstilution." 

in addition to C;nnJlt.'s origlna! writing, the book features four and a halt'orrg~rinl 
chapters of text researched by St. Jolm Valley historian G u y  Dubay and authored b! i r r~ter  
Tran Rouchard. =I C7~>f?rt[!?,  rrr7d cr Qucwtu r?/'Pr.o~t.c.ss alsc~ features pllotos no1 found 111 the 
onginnl 1 078 publlcat~on and a new. attract11 t. layout L ~ r ~ d  design. 

,A lsrn ~nc'ludecl is a pruloguc authored hv the Univers~ty 's  ninth President Richard W. 
Cost. 011 the life of Major William Dickey, "The Di~ke  of Fort Kent", and the man refcrred to 
3s the "f;lunding F~lhcr"  of what IS present-day UMFK. 



"hlrijor Dickey's c f f u r t ~  to establish and fitnd the bladawaska Training School were 
Lruly cro~vncii tcilh success. If we fast-forward to loday, wc would sa? t t u t  his hopes and 
dreams fur the institutiotl fully justifiecl the enormous personal cfforts he tupcndecl lo initiate 
t l i~s  un~rersity," wrltcs C'ost in a sectlon of the prologue. 

Othcr fcaturcs of lhs ~ublicafion are a cornplete listing of'a11 gaduatcs of UMFK and 
~ t s  forerunners 51ncc the first graduation in 1882, a tii~leline of major ~levclopments on 
campus since 18713. and a cornplete listing of past alurnn~ :issociation aw;ird recipients. 

The plar~ncd publication unvcjling will include a book signing by Prcs~dent  Cost of 
the prr)lngut. he autllored. 

'She csrurnony will also featurc a presentat~on of cornplemcntar? copes  of the book to 
Sr. John Valley arca public and school d~str ict  librarians on behalf of the I-IPYIFK Alumni 
Associa tion. 

A linlitcd number of copies of the publicatiotl havc been prin tcd and will be sold for 
$ I 5 each at thc nn~*ciling. A d n n c c  sales of the book ;ire currenlly being handled by the 
ur!~\'ersily relations and alumni affairs office. 

A C7mftoy a ~ l J  r~ Q~larter of Pr.r,gucss is the final project of TJMFK's I ~ 5 ' ~  
anniversxy celebration, a ycar-long program of euents dcsigned tcl conmemorate the 
educntlonal institutivn's contribut~cln to the St. Johm Valley and Statc of Maine since its 
Sc~uncling in 1878. 

In addition to Cost's prologue and the rcsearch and writing by Gu! Dubay and Fran 
Bouchard. u comrnittcc cvrnprised of twelve members served on the manuscript edit~lrial 
conmlsttcc. 

The teain was comprised of Jason Parent, conlmittec chair, Cierry Rubii~son, assistant 
to thc chair, Alaina l'ethick. cdi torial assistant, and members Lucille Pelletier. P u t  Dow (class 
uf 1960 and I 967), Tracie Hobhs (class of 2002), Don Raymond (class of 1975). J ~ u i  
Sylvain, Burr~cttt. Bowker (class of 1960). Venette King (class of 1 9561, Sandra Dubois 
{class u f  I962 and 1972). and Lloyd Soucie (class of 1966). 
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Valley librarians among first to receive 
new UMFK history book 

Fort Kent - St. John Valley librarians ner-e among the first to receive a copy of a new 
publication, 125 years i t 1  the making. that details the story of the people and events \hat ha! I: 
shaped the tIni\ersity of Maine at Fort Kent. 

Complinlentary copies of A C ' c ~ ~ r u y  und a QIAU~IL ' I -  ~ ~ f P r n g t - ~ > s ~ ,  UMFK's newly 
printed 111stnry book, were offic~nllg presented to public and scl~ool district librarians recently 
in thr B!,ikc Library nil the UhlFK campus. 

A C'enlrrrj und a Qum.t~.r ufProgruss, an a p ~ l y  litled 160-page book that explores the 
135-ycar history of LrMFK I l~ough  the adrninjstratiol:~ of each of the university's nine 
presidents. was unvsllcd to the public during a book signing held to co~ncide with the reccnt 
"i ome to <:ampus DRYS" a1111nni and friends llomecoming weekend. 

The publication includes the origir131 ' L ~ ~ l l ~ ~ t i ~ n  of histlorical kigriettes" compiled b! 
late Unix e r s ~ t y  of hlainc at Fort Kent Profissor of History Roger Gnndle in his 1978 
ceiltcnnial-.car pi~blication A C ~ I I I Z ~ I ? )  qf Progres~, and brings that book f o r ~ d r d  to it~clude 
thc 1 5  years of history which follosvcd the 100th ailnivcrsary of the campus. 

(kindle senled thc  !r~stItution with distinction frvln 1362 t l ~ o u g h  his untimely dearh 
irl J a ~ i l ~ ~ i r y  of 1 98 I . 

"Tl~is dedicated faculty mcrnber auihoreci the original and dct:n~tivc: publication 
chruni~lmg the story of our campus, the text u f ~ v h i c h  comprises thc first jive and a half 
chapters of Ihe 11cw hook. Roger C3rindlc's work tiss been instrumental in the effort to both 
docurnenl and 171-esct~s the rich story that I S  UMFK," said Burnette Bowker, presider,t of the 
UMFK . ~ ~ L L ~ I U I I  , -Issoc~ati~n. "WC are forever indebtcd tu Professor Grindle for h ~ s  
outst~nding c v ~ l ~ r i b u t ~ o n s  to our i~lstltution." 

In  addltion lo Grindlc's or~ginal writing, the book features foar and a half origirlal 
chapte~s uf tevt researched b j  Sr. John L'dley historian Guy Dubay and authorcd by writer 
Fran Doucharct. A C c n t t q  c111d a Quurtcu ofPrugt-c.~.~ also fcalures photos 13ot f ~ ~ u n d  in the 
original 1978 ptLblicatioti and a new, attractlvu Iayclut :md design. 



Also includcd 1s a prologue authored by thc Llniversity's nlnth President. Richard U'. 
Cost. on thc life of Major William D~ckey,  "The Duke of Fort Kent". and the man rct'erred to 
;is rhc "founding father" of what is present-day UMFK. 

The publicat ion unveiling included a book signing by Prusident Cost. 

"Major Dickey's efforts to establish and fund the Mndawaska TI-aining School were 
truly crowned with success. If wc fast-forward to today, we would say that 1lis tlopes and 
dreams for  the institution h l l y  justified the enormous personal effbrts he expct~deil to initiate 
this university," writes Cnst in a section of the prologue. 

Other features o f  the public;~l~otl are a complete listing of all graduates of LfMFK. and 
its firerunncrs since thc first graduarion in 1882, a timeline of major developmeots on 
campus since ! 878, and a co111plete listing of past alumni association award recipients. 

.4 C C P I I I I ~ ~  ilnd u Q~iurier qf'l lrogre.~~ is tllc h a 1  project of UMFK's 1 25"' 
anniversary celebration, a year-long prngram of evcnts designed lo c omnlemoratc the 
educational institution's contxibutiorl to the St, John Valley and State of Maine since its 
founding in 1 878. 

In addition to Cost's prologue and the research and writing by Guy Dubay and Fran 
Bc~uuhard, a cc>~nmittee comprised of thirteen members served on the manuscript editorial 
co~nn?ittee. 

Tht Isam was cornpriscd of Jasorl Parent, conunittee chair, Gerry Robinson, dssistant 
to thc chair, Alaina Pethick. editorial assisrant, and members L-ucille Pcllerier, Pat Dow (class 
of I 9 h 0  and 1 963 j, Tracie Hobbs (class of 2003, Don Raymond (class of 1 9551. Joan 
SvIt ain, Burnette Bowker (class of I %0), Venette King (class of 1 Wh) ,  Sandra Dubois 
(class of 1402 :~nd 1072), N o m  Fournier (class of 1967) and Lloyd Soucie (class of 1966). 

liillited number of copies of the publicatjut1 have been printed and are being sold 
for S I 5  eac!l through the university rela!ions office. For more information, or to order a 
copy. call (207) 834-7557. 




